THE MOSAIC
Hinton St Mary
October 2021

HOWARD BURBIDGE
Howard died on 4 September on his 80th birthday. Howard was well known in Hinton St Mary; he was always
willing to talk with people and had the ability to make you feel comfortable. He was a true gentleman and
great character.
He had had an exciting life, as a child he witnessed the partition of India, he was a student in France and had
worked in a great many countries including South Africa and Barbados. Working in London he gained the
status as a freeman of the City of London which is said to include the right to drive sheep over London bridge,
a perk I don’t think he ever used.
He was married to Susie for 42 years and they had a great relationship with plenty of travel fun and laughter.
In Hinton he contributed to village life, for many years he played Father Christmas at the village Christmas
party, and was also a parish council member always willing to give helpful advice.
As a regular at The White Horse his favourite saying was ‘I will have a large white wine please’.
Howard, we will miss you.
Charles Wright

Howard Burbidge
A Celebration of his Life will be held at St Peter’s Church, Hinton St Mary on Saturday 16 th October at 12 Noon,
followed by a party in the Tithe Barn to also celebrate his 80th Birthday, which he reached but never
enjoyed. Everyone is welcome, but please do not wear mourning clothes – smart casual only – we need to
celebrate his crazy life !
Thank you to you all for your tremendous support, love and kindness to me and my extended family – we are
all so grateful.

Reminder – Village Coffee Morning
Tuesday 5th October at 10.30 – in the Village Hall
Everybody welcome for coffee and a chat.

CHRISTMAS PARTY.
There will be a Village Christmas Party
In the Tithe Barn,
Friday, 17th December.

Book the date. All details next month.
COFFEE MORNING.
Village Hall
Saturday, 23rd October . 10.30 – 12.30.
To raise some money for the Christmas Party.
Donations of cakes and raffle prizes will be gratefully received.

Dick Pemberton
“Dick & Jenny would like thank everyone in the village and the surrounding area for their good wishes
and cards. They have been much appreciated.
Dick has now moved from Yeovil Hospital to Abbey View Nursing Home in Sherborne and he sends
everyone his best wishes from his new ground floor room, which overlooks the garden.”

Please let us have any articles, notices, celebrations,, information, items for sale, trusted traders etc you would like to have included
in next month’s Mosaic. Deadline 24th of the Month. Thank you. Janet, Jo & Nigel.
janetbolton24@hotmail.co.uk jo.martin99@btinternet.com
Keep abreast of all things ‘HSM’ on the village facebook page: Hinton St Mary Village Group and the Hinton St Mary Website:
http://www.hintonstmary.com where all previous copies of The Mosaic are also available.

The Estate

Alice Fox-Pitt

It has been a good month on the estate.
Farming wise the drilling is well underway and should be all done by the middle of October. Dave has been busy
doing the last of the hedge cutting and getting everywhere sorted before the rain comes.
We are all really looking forward to celebrating the end of the harvest at the Harvest Festival lunch in the Tithe
barn 10th October, everyone come it is such a great village event!
We said goodbye to the archaeological team. Led by Peter Guest they were fantastic. The camp site worked
really well with the updated shower and toilet in Billy’s shed servicing the team perfectly alongside the brilliant
new showers in the village hall. Chris Hardiman managed to get them updated in super-fast time and the team
said rarely had they had such luxury in a dig! Katie, Chris and Emma made everything go super smoothly, the
weather was perfect so it was a great success. See Peter’s article on the following page for a full debrief.
All the units are now occupied by the main road which has added a real energy to the space, work is aiming to
start in March on the carpenter’s workshop to stabilise it and make it into a usable space.
Sharon and Matt have been getting everything ready to start their new business. They are going to leave the
White Horse mid-October. The pub will be closed for about a month for refurbishment but will hopefully
reopen before Christmas. Interviews are ongoing for a new tenant, if anyone is interested please get in touch
info@hintonstmaryestate.com

The Yard

Alice Fox-Pitt

The yard has had a frustrating month.
William headed off to the new 5* at Bicton in Devon with Oratorio and after a good dressage he had to pull up
on the cross country as the horse didn’t feel himself.
Lilly was due to head to Blenheim Palace International and got a minor injury so missed that target and William
was hoping to get the call up for team GB for the European Championships in Switzerland but was number 7
and they took six! HORSES!!
There are still some exciting competitions coming in the last month of the season.
William and Belle head to the 5-year-old championships in Nottingham this week. Holland is the next stop the
following week and we finish the season at the 5* in Pau down in the southwest of France.
We have been recruiting for next season and met some wonderful passionate and talented young people, so
we are excited about next season.
Once again thank you so much for all your patience with the horses hacking around the village, we are so lucky
to have such a wonderful area to train the horses in.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG!
As many readers of The Mosaic will know, a team of archaeologists spent a month excavating in Hinton St Mary earlier
this Summer. We were digging on behalf of The British Museum who asked us to investigate the famous mosaic
discovered in the 1960s, particularly any buildings it was associated with. This is one of the most important mosaics from
Roman Britain and its central roundel shows a male figure in a Roman toga with the 2 Greek letters Chi and Rho behind
him (the 1st letters of Christ’s name in Greek). Was this supposed to depict Jesus Christ himself, or the 1st Christian
emperor Constantine the Great, or perhaps someone else entirely?
The mosaic was found in 1963 before being lifted and taken to London in 1965, where it has been on display ever since.
However, there are plans to bring it back to Dorset in the near future and our excavations were intended to throw a bit
more light on the people who commissioned and then walked on the mosaic, as well as Hinton St Mary in the Roman
period more generally.
The site is a Scheduled Monument and we had to obtain permission to excavate our 6 narrow ‘evaluation’ trenches to
the latest archaeological levels. In 5 of the trenches we found the remains of late Roman (i.e. AD 300-400+) buildings
and other features, while the 6th included what is probably a substantial post-Medieval field drain. Interestingly, and
totally unexpectedly, only the trench closest to the mosaic produced evidence for high-status ‘villa’-like buildings –
elsewhere the archaeological remains were more reminiscent of farmyards and agricultural buildings, such as cowsheds,
stables and barns.
This was a training as well as a research dig and the team included 16 undergraduate archaeologists from Cardiff
University who benefitted from the (very) rare opportunity of learning the practical skills of the field archaeologist while
digging a nationally important site.
Now that the dig is over, we will start working on the objects and artefacts we found, slowly piecing together the story
of ancient Hinton St Mary some 1500-1600 years ago. We will let you know what new discoveries this process throws up
and, who knows, perhaps this will lead to more archaeological work in the future?
Organising and running an excavation like this in 2021 was challenging to say the least, but I’m pleased that it all turned
out so well in the end. Not only did we make new and unforeseen discoveries about the mosaic’s immediate
surroundings, but it was good to see the next generation of archaeologists working together and learning new skills too.
We held an open afternoon on 2nd September and it was great to welcome over 150 Hinton St Mary residents and other
visitors to the site. None of this would have been possible without the advice and kind assistance of numerous people in
Hinton St Mary - we made lots of friends during our stay in the village and I am particularly grateful to Katie Scorgie, Mr
and Mrs Pitt Rivers and the Hinton St Mary Estate, Chris Hardiman and the Hinton St Mary Village Hall Committee,
Emma Wellman, Sharon and Matt at the White Horse Inn, as well as Alice Fox Pitt and her family. Thank you to everyone
for making our time in your village so rewarding and enjoyable!

Dr Peter Guest
Barbican Research Associates

The 6 archaeological trenches.
Picture courtesy of Tom and Poppy Blake

The Hinton St Mary Dig Team

Trench 1.
The Mosaic was found at the far end.

You are cordially invited
to the
Hinton St. Mary Harvest Lunch
Sunday, 10 October from 12:00 noon
in the Tithe Barn
It has been a very long time since we have been able to gather together, we sincerely hope
you will be able to join this community celebration.
Please bring your own crockery and cutlery and a main course and sweet dish for sharing* at
the communal table.
* - We recognise that some may not be comfortable with sharing food in the light of COVID19. Please feel free to bring a plate just for yourself in that case.
Harvest Celebration Morning Prayer
St. Peter’s Church 10:30 am
Wine, soft drinks, tea and coffee will be provided
(there is no charge but voluntary donations will be welcome).
Traditional preparation and decoration of the Church and Tithe Barn will be done Saturday
afternoon; any and all helpers are welcome.
Everyone is warmly invited to a family-oriented village celebration of the Harvest Festival before the
Harvest Lunch.
The Church service will last approximately 45 minutes and everyone is welcome be they regular,
occasional or never-been-before churchgoers.
In place of the traditional harvest gift offering during the church service, a box placed in the church
throughout the preceding week will serve as a collecting point for all those who may wish to donate
items for the food bank.
The Foodbank is asking for: sponge puddings, rice pudding, biscuits, tomato ketchup, tinned potatoes, savoury
treats and jam. Please do not donate bread or fresh produce as these will go off before they can be distributed.

Village Non-show Day

What a lovely, happy day! It was not possible to have the traditional Village Show as the Village Hall was
not available for exhibiting the fruit, flowers, vegetables etc.
So - we had a Village Day with picnics and competitions. The weather was fantastic and lots of people
came - especially pleasing as there were so many younger families.
It was good to see all the children. The average age of the village must have plummeted in the last few
years.
Jen Wilson ran her dog scurry competition. The winner was Lana Jefferies and the runner up Fudge
Wright. Jen raised £25 for ‘Hounds for Heroes’.
The boules competition was a great success. Hinton entered 9 teams and there were 4 ‘away’ teams. For
the first game we used the conventional scoring of ‘first to reach 13 points’,
But soon realised it would take much too long. We reduced it to ‘first to reach 9 points’ which was
certainly the right decision.
The cup was won by Chris and Edward Townsend of Old School Lane. The runners up – and it was a very
close match – were Nick and Laura Berkley of the Old Post Office.
The first Away team was Mark and Ken
A big thank-you to Chris and Christine Hardiman who did all the work that made the day possible.
Janet Bolton
Winner of the dog scurry
Lana Jefferies

Winners of the Boules competition Chris & Edward Townsend
With runners up Nick & Laura Berkley and organiser Chris Hardiman

St Peter’s Services
October 2021

Date

Service

Sunday 3rd at 9.30 am

Holy Communion - BCP

Sunday 10th at 10.30 am

Harvest Festival Morning Prayer - Lay led.
Everyone is invited to the Village Harvest Lunch in
the Tithe Barn at 12:30, (doors open at 12:00).

Sunday 17th at 9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 24th at 9.30 am

Morning Prayer

Sunday 31st at 11.00 am

Benefice Service with Holy Communion at St
Mary’s Church, Sturminster Newton. There will
be no service at St Peter’s

Following the lifting of the COVID-19 restrictions in England and discussions between the Church Wardens and the Vicar, certain
precautions will still be in place until further notice. The Church will continue to be open for prayer each day, hand sanitiser will remain
in use and everyone is encouraged to use this and the doors will remain open during services to aid ventilation. Face masks are no
longer required to be worn, but please be aware and considerate to those who wish to continue to wear face masks and be socially
distant during services. Communion will continue for the time being, as we have become accustomed.
It is hoped that singing of hymns during services will be allowed, subject to the confirmation from individual celebrants and coffee will
be reintroduced indoors after service. Full details of all the current precautions are available in the Church entrance.
All queries relating to Church-related support and services should be directed to:

Robin Gibbs

Kevin Peto-Bostick

Tele: 01258 471493

Tele: 01258 475469

Churchwarden

Churchwarden

robin@aviaconsult.uk

kevin.peto.bostick@gmail.com

The Rev Philippa Sargent, The
Vicarage, Sturminster Newton

Tel: 01258 473905

STEVE JOHNSON
A number of households in the village have been devastated to learn that Steve Johnson is stopping gardening.
He has been such a wonderful support to us all – being a great gardener and helping in so many other ways.
We all understand why he is making the change and say goodbye with heartfelt thanks and every good wish for the
future.
If anyone has any knowledge of a gardener who would be interested in taking on 5 or 6 gardens in Hinton, please ring
472300.

HINTON ST MARY’S GARDENS OPEN
18th AND 19th JUNE 2022
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
More details about the Planning Meeting and requests for help will be
contained in the November Mosaic Magazine
Shane Johnstone (Co-ordinator)
Yew Tree Cottage
Johnstone.ytc@btinternet.com
01258 474670

OCTOBER QUICK QUIZ
Dingbat: NOW IN HERE

Ditloid: 225 = S on a SB

Riddle: What has a bank but no money?

ANSWERS TO September QUICK QUIZ
Dingbat: Lucky Break

Ditloid: 7 Colours in a Rainbow

Riddle: An Egg

Trusted Traders
These are tradesman/workers who have been personally recommended by villagers. Please let us have details of anybody who
has done a great job for you. Thank you.
COMPUTER HELP
ADVICE ONLY WITH WASPS & BEES
PEST CONTROL
JOINERY
BUILDERS
FENCING & REPAIRS
BOILER MAINTENANCE
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
GROUNDWORK & HARD LANDSCAPING
BUILDING & RENOVATION
ROOFING
SCAFFOLDING

TIM WEST
TED EYRES
MARK GOULD
(Rats, Wasps, Moles & Fleas)
ANTHONY GILBERT
AGJ JOINERY
ANDREW TRIM
DAVID WHITEHAND
BOB JONES & SON
CASTLE GUARD CLEANING
KEIRAN HARVEY
MARK GORDGE
BEN GIBBS ROOFING
EDW SCAFFOLDING

01258 817537 sturcomputers@hotmail.co.uk
472154
07999 957694 mark_gould2@btconnect.com
01258 268134 ant_gilbert1@hotmail.co.uk
www.ajg-joinery.co.uk
07939 541128
07549 151 799
01963 362 502
01202 715 115
07792 250 347
07941 443 306
07912 655095 Bengibbs.roof@gmail.com
07474 552259 elwin1965@icloud.com

