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HINTON ST MARY CHRISTMAS PARTY - DATES TO REMEMBER
Christmas Party: 7.00 p.m. on Friday 20" December, in the Tithe Barn

Coffee Morning in aid of the Christmas Party:
Sunday 1** December, 10.30 — 12.30 in the Village hall

It is such a fun occasion, so hopefully you will all be able to come
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Hinton St Mary's Service of Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday
13t of October in St Peter’s Church at 11:00, followed at 12:00 by the
village “Harvest Lunch” in the Tithe Barn; all are welcome.

Traditional preparation within the Church will be done on Saturday the
12 from 10:00, all those wishing to help will be most welcome.




Curates Corner

Harvest Festival, as we know it today, dates from 1843 and was initiated by a
Cornish vicar called the Revd Robert Hawker.

However, during the Middle Ages the Church had a harvest festival of its own. It
was called Lammas and was held on 1st August, before the harvest had proper-
ly started. Each farmer cut one sheaf of corn, and the flour from those sheaves
was made into one huge loaf. Everyone went in procession to their village
church and the loaf was offered to God as the first results of the coming har-
vest.

This festival gradually lost favour but Robert Hawker was acutely aware of the

life-and-death importance of the harvest to his parishioners and, despite criti-

cism from neighbouring clergy he held a service to which everyone was invited
to bring their produce as a way of saying thank you to God.

Even today, in many people’s eyes harvest festival ranks as one of the church’s
important annual feasts. But how relevant is this historic festival in the 21st
century? You only have to go into a Tesco or Sainsbury supermarket to see a

wide variety of foods on display — food from every corner of the world. But to-

day few people actually work or live on a farm.

The whole point of Harvest Festival is not so much that we reflect on our agri-

cultural harvest, but that we re-affirm and re-cultivate that Christian virtue of

thankfulness. Through the symbolism of Harvest, we remember to give thanks.

The purpose of the celebration is to pause and say, “Thank you! Thank you for

all those good things that have come our way this year.” To pause and think; to
pause and thank.

Lydia Cook

St Peter’s Church Harvest Festival is celebrated with a Family Service

on Sunday October 13" at 11am followed by lunch in the Tithe Barn
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,Mm o (Member Society of NADFAS)

ARTS and CRAFTS
EXHIBITION

By Members of
The Blackmore Vale

Decorative and Fine Arts Society
(Charity No. 1103740)

Including Paintings, Sculpture, Ceramics,
Pottery, Woodwork, Needlework etc

At Guggleton Farm Gallery
Station Road, Stalbridge DT10 2RQ

Thursday 3™ October — 12.30 until 5.00pm
and Friday 4™ October — 11.00 until 5.00pm

ALL WELCOME - ENTRY FREE

Kindly sponsored by

R. K. HARRIS ON Insurance Brokers
and

THE BRITCHER FURLONG FUND, NADFAS House



OTHER SPONSORS:
Hinton St Mary Estates
The White Horse
St Peters PCC
HSM Parish Council

Blackmore Vale Footcarei

If you would like anything included in the next edition of the Mosaic

please email Ruth or Mark. Deadline 13th of the month please.
ruth.e.ash@icloud.com
Tel: 472523 or
markwheeler1405@gmail.com

Tel: 473063
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The Old Post Office Bed and Break-
fast.

Hinton St Mary, Sturminster Newton,
DTI0 ING.

Tel 01258 475590

Info@northdorsetbandb.co.uk
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